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Constituted 602d Tactical Control Group, and activated, on 11 Feb 66. Organized on

I Mar 00. Redesignated 602 Tactical Air Control Group on 15 Jun 74.

Redesignated: 602 Tactical Air Control Wing on 1 Oct 1976; 602 Air Control Wing on 1 Oct 1991,
Inactivated on 15 Jun 1992,
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ASSIGNMENTS. Twelfth Air Force, 1 Mar 1966-.
COMPONENTS.

602d Direct Air Support Squadron: 1 Mar 1966-25 Jul 1969.

602d Tactical Air Control Support (later, Tactical Air Control Center)
Squadron: 15 Oct 1969- (detached 24 Oct 1969-).

607th Tactical Control Squadron: 15 Oct 1969-.

609th Tactical Control Squadron: 15 Oct 1969-.

701st Tactical Air Support Squadron (later, Tactical Air Support Squadron,
Helicopter): 3 Apr 1967-25 Jul 1969 (not operational 3 Apr 1967-25 Jul 1969);
15 Jun 1974-.

702d Tactical Air Support Squadron: 15 Jun 1974-.

705th Tactical Air Support Squadron: 15 Jun-1 Jul 1974 (not operational
21 Jun-1 Jul 1974).

712th Direct Air Support Center Squadron: 15 Jun 1974-.

727th Tactical Control Squadron: 1 Jul 1966-.

4466th Tactical Air Control Support Squadron: 25 Jun-15 Oct 1969 (de-
tached 25 Jun-15 Oct 1969). _

4468th Tactical Control Squadron: 25 Jun-15 Oct 1969.

4469th Tactical Control Squadron: 25 Jun-15 Oct 1969.

Detachment -1, 602d Tactical Control Group: 1 Jun 1968-25 Jul 1969.

Detachment 1, 602d Tactical Control (later, Tactical Air Control) Group:
1 Oct 1972-. -

STATIONS. Waco, Tex, 1 Mar 1966; Bergstrom AFB, Tex, 15 Apr 1966-.
COMMANDERS. Col Amos F Riha, 1 Mar 1966; Col Francis E Binnell, 30 Aug 1968;
Col Harold I Comstock, 1 Jun 1971; Col Rufus Woody, 10 Aug 1971; Col William N
Shadel, 27 Jun 1973; Col James L Landers, 31 Mar 1975-.
AIRCRAFT. 0-1, 1967-1968; (H-53, 1974-; 0-2, 1974-; OV-10, 1974-.
OPERATIONS. Upon activation at Waco, Tex, on 1 Mar 1966, absorbed resources
of the 4460th Tactical Control Group, discontinued the same day. One squadron,
the 602d Direct Air Support Squadron, was assigned at this time; it absorbed
resources of the discontinued 4461st Direct Air Support Squadron. Between 15
Mar and 30 Apr 1966 the group and its squadron moved from Waco to Bergstrom
AFB, Tex.

Effective 1 Jul 1966 the group gained the 727th Tactical Control Squadron,

then located at Myrtle Beach AFB, SC. This squadron moved to Bergstrom in Nov 1966
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The mission of the group was to command, organize, equip, train, operate and
administer its assigned and attached forces to provide control activities and
associated communications elements in support of tactical air operations. The
602d DASS provided a Direct Air Support Center (DASC) and Tactical Air Control
Parties (TACPs). The 727th TCS provided a Tactical Air Control Center (TACC),
a Control and Reporting Center (CRC), a Control and Reporting Post (CRP), and
a Forward Air Control Post (FACP). The TACC was the top operational element
in the tactical air control system. Under it came the CRC, and under the CRC
was the CRP (capable of being a CRC in an emergency). The FACP was also
directed by the CRC. The DASC was a mobile facility which worked directly with
Army tactical operations centers to provide on-the-spot coordination between
ground forces and tactical air elements, as well as immediate response to Army
requests for tactical air support. The TACPs provided Forward Air Controllers
(FACs) to Army combat elements and relayed requests for tactical air support
from Army field units to the DASC.

On 1 Jul 1966 the group assumed advisory responsibility for a number of
Air National Guard (ANG) tactical control groups, squadrons and flights located
over much of the US. By the close of 1966 the group's ANG advisory office was
in full operation. Advisory support to ANG units was a continuing responsibility
of the group over the years, and continuously increased in scope. By mid-1974
the 602d Group had advisory responsibility for five ANG tactical control and/or
tactical air support groups and their numerous subordinate units scattered
throughout the nation.

Participation in tactical exercises was another of the group's contin-

uing responsibilities. The first exercise in which the group took part was
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Exercise Clover Leaf X, conducted at Ellington AFB, Tex, in Apr and May 1966.
From then on, the 602d Group participated in a constant stream of tactical
exercises throughout the nation, including Alaska, with all or a portion of

its assigned resources. Between exercises the group conducted extensive training
to maintain its proficiency to perform its mission.

The first Tactical Air Support Squadron to join the group was the 701st,
on 3 Apr 1967. This squadron remained a part of the group until 25 Jul 1969
but was never manned, although it apparently had a commander for record
purposes. Three O-1E aircraft loaned to this squadron in Oct 1967 were flown
by other group personnel until 11 Jul 1968, when they were returned to Eglin
AFB, Fla.

Detachment 1 of the group was organized at Bergstrom AFB on 1 Jun 1968,
earmarked to operate a DASC, but its manning became a problem. It was discon-
tinued in Jul 1969.

Three units, the 4466th Tactical Air Control Support Squadron (which
took over operation of the TACC), the 4468th Tactical Control Squadron, and
the 4469th Tactical Control Squadron, joined the group on 25 Jun 1969. They
were replaced on 15 Oct of that year by the 602d Tactical Air Control Support
Squadron and the 607th and 609th Tactical Control Squadrons. The 602d TACS
Squadron (which on 1 Jan 1971 was redesignated 602d Tactical Air Control Center
Squadron) took over operation of the TACC, and on 24 Oct 1969 went under direct
operational control of Twelfth Air Force. On 25 Jul 1969 the group lost the
602d Direct Air Support Squadron and the inoperational 70lst Tactical Air
Support Squadron. From then until Jun 1974 the group was not responsible for
direct air support to Army units, but concentrated instead on tactical air

control operations.
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The 602d TACS (later, TACC) Squadron operated the Tactical Air Control
Center, and was directly controlled by Twelfth Air Force for operational
matters. The 727th Tactical Control Squadron operated a CRC, which could
serve when necessary as a TACC. The 607th and 609th Tactical Control Squadrons
operated CRPs, either of which had the capability of serving as a CRC. The
609th and 727th Squadrons each had one Tactical Control Flight assigned to
them, while the 607th had two such flights.

A new Detachment 1, 602d TCG, was organized in California on 1 Oct
1972 to provide coordination for tactical air control system research and
development.

In 1974 Twelfth Air Force acted to consolidate all of its tactical air
control system capabilities within a single group. The 602d Group was redesig-
nated 602d Tactical Air Control Group on 15 Jun 1974 and gained four squadrons
from an inactivated group:

701lst Tactical Air Support Squadron, Helicopter
702d Tactical Air Support Squadron

705th Tactical Air Support Squadron

712th Direct Air Support Squadron.

The 701st TASS, Helicopter, was equipped with (H-53 helicopters. The
702d TASS possessed 0-2 aircraft when it joined the group, and gained OV-10s
from the 705th TASS, which became inoperational on 21 Jun and was inactivated
on 1 Jul 1974. With these additional units under its control, the 602d Group's
mission of supporting tactical air operations was enlarged to a fully-developed

tactical air control system.



Addendum to 602 Tactical Air Control Group Lineage and Honors dated 2 Oct 1975:

Lineage: Redesignated 602 Tactical Air Control Wing, 1 Oct 1876.

Components:

23 Tactica
27 Tactica

1 Air Support Squadron:
1 Air Support Squadron: 1 Jul 1977 - 1 Jul 1980.

81 Tactical Control Flight:

82 Tactica

1 Control Flight:

83 Tactical Control Flight:
84 Tactical Control Flight:

85 Tactica

602 Direct Air Support Squadron: 1 Mar 1966 — 25 Jul 1969.

1 Control Flight:

1 Mar 1977 -
1 Mar 1977 -
1 Mar 1977 =
1 Mar 1977
1 Mar 1977 -

30 Nov 1975 -

1 Oct 1979.

602 Tactical Air Control Support (later, Tactical Air Control Center)
Squadron: 15 Oct 1969- (detached 24 Oct 1969-).
607 Tactical Control (later, Tactical Control Training) Squadron: 15 Oct 1969 -

609 Tactical Control Squadron:

15 Oct 1969 = 15 Jun 1976.

701 Tactical Air Support Squadron (later, Tactical Air Support Squadron,
3 Apr 1967 - 25 Jul 1969 (not operational 3 Apr 1967 - 25 Jul 1969);

Helicopter):
15 Jun 1974 -

702 Tactical Air Support Squadron:

1 Jan 1980.

15 Jun 1974 - 30 Nov 1975.

705 Tactical Air Support Squadron: 1% Jun - 1 Jul 1974 (not opecrational

21 Jun - 1 Jul

1974).

712 Direct Air Support Center (later, Air Suppori Operations Center)
Squadron: 15 Jun 1974 -
727 Tactical Control Squadron (later, Tactical Control Squadron [Test] ):

1 Jul 1966 - 1

Oct 1979.

4466 Tactical Air Control Support Squadron:

25 Jun-15 Oct

4468 Tactical Control Squadron:
4469 Tactical Control Squadron:

1969) .

4502 Consolidated Aircraft

Detachment
Detachment
1 Octl 1972 - 3
Detachment
Detachment
Detachment
Detachment
Detachment
Detachment
Detachment

1, 602 Tactical
1, 602 Tactical
1 Jan 1977.

1, 602 Tactical
2, 602 Tactical
3, 602 Tactical
4, 602 Tactical
5, 602 Tactical
6, 602 Tactical
7, 602 Tactical

Maintenance Squadron:

Air Control Wing:
Air Control Wing:
Air Control Wing:
Air Control Wing:
Air Control Wing:
Air Control Wing:
Air Control Wing:

25 Jun-15 Oct 1969 (detached

e e e

25 Jun-15 Oct 1969.
25 Jun-15 Oct 1969.

1 Oct 1975 - 1 Jul 1980.
Control Group: 1 Jun 1968 - 25 Jul 1969.
Control (later, Tactical

Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct
Oct

Air Control) Group:

1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977
1977

1 Apr 1980.

15 Jan 1980.



